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Looking back on 2022, NYSUT 
owns an impressive list of accomplish-
ments that have been made possible by 
our members working together as one 
united voice. NYSUT represents 
600,000+ members and 1,200+ unions 
across the state. Through this union 
comes strength and a single united voice 
for our values. Here are just some of the 
successes NYSUT has accomplished  
recently. 

• A 7.2% increase in school aid 

• $891.8 million for public higher 
      education at SUNY and CUNY 

• APPR suspended for another year 

• Fixes to Tier 6 retirement 

• 99% of school budgets passed 

• 86% of pro-education, pro-student 
      endorsed candidates won 

• 60 NYSUT members were elected 
      or re-elected 

This list is not all inclusive, but as 
you can see, so impressive!   

Although much has been achieved, 
the struggle continues and the list of   
priorities grows. Safe Schools for All, a 
permanent fix for APPR, continued, 
much-needed funding increases for  
higher education, funding support for 
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community schools, continued Tier 6 
fixes, and repealing harsh receivership 
laws that harm schools have been added 
along with others. 

The vehicle for achieving these  
needed legislative gains and raising our 
united voice is through VOTE-COPE, 
NYSUT's non-partisan political action 
fund. Your donations to VOTE-COPE 
assist in passing legislation that impacts 
in-service as well as retired members’ 
interests and benefits public education. 

VOTE-COPE spring campaigns will 
be starting soon. Pension deduction is 
the easiest and preferred way to con-
tribute. Please consider pension          
deduction if you are not already         
contributing that way and consider a 
contribution increase by either deduction 
or by direct contribution. Your donations 
make a huge difference! 

As always, I am so very appreciative 
of your continued support. Please      
contact me with any questions, ideas or 
comments you may have. I'd love to hear 
from you. 
 
In solidarity 
Jan 

RC 8’s Erie Canal Walk and Bike Ride 
 

Wednesday, June 21, 2023, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 (Rain Date:  Wednesday, June 28) 

Lock 20 Canal Park, River Road, Marcy 
 

Join us to celebrate the official start of summer 2023. 
Look for details in our next newsletter. 

 
For more information, contact  

Carol Zaleski at 315-281-7616 or  
carolzal65@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
If your address changes, please contact Anne Marie Voutsinas, NYSUT Retiree  Ser-
vices Consultant, at 315-431-4040, Ext 40, or at AnneMarie.Voutsinas@nysut.org 
with the following information: 

Your Name 
Old Address, New Address  

District you retired from 

mailto:carolzal65@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT—Jan Corn, Remsen—I was involved in local and state level union activities for over 30 of my 39-
year teaching career at Remsen Central School. During that time, I obtained experience in many different areas of the    
union. I have found that experience valuable in retirement and my involvement with RC 8. I was elected to the       
position of president in 2017 and again in 2020. I would like to serve as president for another term to continue our 
very important work of supporting our pensions, Social Security, Medicare, health benefits, and public educa-
tion. Therefore, I would greatly appreciate your vote. Many thanks! 

 
VICE PRESIDENT—Howard La Fave, Adirondack—I would like to continue as RC 8 vice-president and        
delegate for another term.  I have attended the RA for several years and have served as Sergeant at Arms. In addition 
to RA delegate, I have been representative to the Committee of 100 in Albany for RC 8. I have represented local retir-
ees on the Adirondack Teachers’ Association Executive Committee and the RC 8 Steering Committee since I retired 
in 2004. I also attend ED 51 meetings. I am currently serving on the program committee.  I feel political relationships 
formed over the years and my experience working with RC 8 members will allow me to effectively represent RC 8. 
 
TREASURER—Wanona Carey, Rome—It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve in the position of Treasurer 
for RC 8.  In addition, I am an Alternate Retiree Representative for the Rome TA.  We spread our message as retirees 
through our advocacy for you, and I have had many conversations on your behalf.  Our Council 8 advocates for you at 
the annual NYSUT Representative Assembly, sends a delegate to monthly CNYARA meetings, hosts guest speakers 
at our luncheons, funds our website, and modestly donates to worthy causes with your participation fees. I appreciate 
your vote, support, and good wishes for the next term as RC 8 Treasurer.  

CO-SECRETARIES—Kathy Foote, Clinton and Kathy Moran, Clinton—Kathy Moran taught Special Education 
at Clinton Middle School. During that time she was a member of the CTA Executive Board, worked on the newslet-
ter, attended leadership and NYSTRs conferences.  Kathy retired from Clinton in 2015. 
 
Kathy Foote retired from Clinton Middle School in 2014 as a Special Education teacher. While there I was 2nd vice-
president of our union and attended Committee of 100 and NYSTRS for many years. 
 
DELEGATE—Carole Gehrig, Whitesboro—I have been a member of NYSUT since 1976 and RC 8 since 2002.  I 
have served as delegate during in-service and retirement. My knowledge from serving on many NYSUT committees 
is valuable as a Delegate. I am asking for your continued support for Delegate. 
 
ALTERNATE DELEGATE—Carol Blackburn—Phoenix—Growing up in a Union household, both my parents 
were active Union members in their locals, PEP, Carpenter’s Union 277 and Millwright’s Local 1163.  I have under-
stood and valued the importance of Union activism my entire life. I have two sons who are both teachers and hope to 
be able to continue my efforts through the union to improve teaching conditions and retention.  I am interested in 
serving as the RA Alternate Delegate for Retiree Council 8. 
 

 
The NYSUT Utica Regional Office is seeking nominations for its annual Mike Corn Award.  
Corn was a dedicated teacher and long-time union advocate. Any RC 8 retiree who has    
demonstrated involvement in union and political activities and community service is eligible to 
receive the award.   
 
The application, due by April 3, 2023, can be obtained as follows: 
 

online at www.retireecouncil8.org 
Call or write to 

NYSUT Utica Regional Office 
   7 Ellinwood Court 

   New Hartford, NY 13413 
   315-768-0131 

 

Steering Committee Officer Candidate Biographies 

Annual Mike Corn Award 
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Spring Brunch, Thursday, May 18, 2023 

2022-2023 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, New Hartford, 
Oneida, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit Valley, Stockbridge Valley, Utica, VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, 
and Whitesboro do not have to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed via retiree dues by your chapter. 
Rome Retirees may add the Participation Fee to their RTA local dues. ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES 
NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS; please fill out the form below. 
 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address:  ____________________________________City/State/Zip_________________________________ 
 
Retiree School District:  _______________________________Phone______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” 
AND MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC 8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

HART’S HILL INN 
135 CLINTON STREET 

WHITESBORO 
COST:  $25 

Complimentary Lunch for all 
2022 and January 2023 Retirees 

 
 

MENU 
Seasonal and Garden Salads 

Baked Chicken 
Baked Ziti and Italian Meatballs 

Sausage and Peppers 
Oven Browned Potatoes 

Hot Vegetable 
Italian Bread and Butter 
Coffee, Tea and Cake 

 
Cash Bar will be Available 

 
 

RESERVATION FORM 
Please send this form and your check for $25 made payable to Retiree Council 8, to the following address:  RC 8 
Brunch, NYSUT, c/o RC 8, 7 Ellinwood Court, New Hartford, NY 13413.  Your check must be received by 
Tuesday, May 9, 2023.  Late reservations can no longer be accepted. 
 
Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
District Retired From_____________________________________ Year of Retirement ________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail_________________________________________________Phone___________________________ 

AGENDA 
 

11:00 a.m. Registration 
 
11:30  Introductions by Jan Corn 
  RC 8 President 
  Election of Officers 
 
12:00 noon Lunch 
 
 1:00 p.m. Speaker:  Mary Byrne, Rome Retiree 
  Topic:      Comparison of Current 
        Health Plans 
 
 1:30   Announcement of Election Results 
  Closing 

 
Special luncheon collection will be donated to  

World Central Kitchen 
wck.org 

 




